Title.
Companies and indigenous. Cultural and social impacts of the oil extraction in the Ecuadorian Amazonas in the 19th century.

Description of the project.
In the year 1923 the company Royal Dutch Shell (ref. Sabin) built the first pavement road in Napo province, an area hitherto isolated. The impact that the road caused in the native population can be analyzed from an environmental perspective, especially if we consider the very last end of the road: to develop the oil extraction industry. But this road also carried another impacts, like the creation of wage work or the access to markets. This research tries to list and analyze all the other impacts, beyond the environmental one, that the oil exploitation companies brought to the Ecuadorian Amazonas during the 19th century. The relationship between parts, natives and invaders, and the influence that the acts (even the mere presence) performed by latter had in the former, will be the main focus of the study.
Some authors had seen this relationship as a constant struggle where the indigenous were the ones who lost out and the companies (sometimes owned by the government) were the capitalistic forces running over the pristine societies. Others had seen in this story some kind of dependence from the natives to the companies, since they eventually replace the state, taking care of the infrastructures, health care, schools, etc. This provokes somehow that the government forgot about its tasks in these remote and border regions, historically invisible for the politicians, and the company became the only “developer” of the area. Other authors had pointed this incursion as, if not plenty, partially positive for the indigenous, due to an increase in the schooling, jobs opportunities… an improvement of their living conditions in general. Not all the indigenous were opposed to the oil extraction, mostly they just complained about how this extraction was managed by government and private enterprises.
Regardless of the point of view, it results obvious that the oil activity in the Ecuadorian Amazonas (but also in the Peruvian, Brazilian, and Colombian) caused many more problems than the environmental degradation. The environmental impact, probably the bigger in terms of economic valuation, was the most analyzed and criticized, but was also the one that could have been avoided with a bigger investment, different morality and over all, stricter laws. The environmental crises that the (uncontrolled) extraction and exploration provoked, refers to the diseases caused by the toxics split around, the loss of biodiversity, the scarcity of natural resources for the normal surveillance of natives…
But let’s imagine for a while that the environmental impact would not have happened. There is no doubt that anyway, the natives’ life was dramatically modified by the presence of the huge petroleum groups, and also for what this presence meant. The death of voluntary isolated indigenous caused by the contact with diseases living in the invading bodies is maybe an extreme example. Some nomads groups get settled on the places where jobs were created. The household economies, till then familiar and regulated by the sharing principle, enter in the market economy at the same time the indigenous had access to the market of the bigger villages in the area. The primitive religions were diminished by the arrival of evangelization schools. These are just some examples of the additional impacts that the extractive economy took into the Amazonas, and some of the issues I would like to deepen in with this research.
When talking about the relation companies-natives two dimensions must be analyzed. The consequences of the new extractive economy in the Ecuadorian Amazonia, and how the natives and indigenous dealt with this consequences.
- The new elements to deal with. The development of the oil provinces carried out by the companies included the construction of pavement roads, accessibility to drinking water, health care, electricity… These new elements burst in the Amazonas, affecting the social and cultural indigenous traditions strongly.
The construction of this infrastructure was made, in most of cases, by the indigenous people, which met for first time the wage employment. This fact, in addition to an easier access to the markets thanks to the new roads (and even the transportation of natives by the company trucks) boosted the change to a capitalistic economy, leaving the subsistence mode of production. 
The arrival of colonists coming from the overpopulated coastal provinces (and even from Peru or Colombia), attracted by the new opportunities led to the oil activities in the area, increased dramatically the population. This in-boarder migration was backed by the government, promoting the change to a most “efficient “use of the land. The new agrarian reform laws allowed the expropriation of the inefficiently used land (ref. Sabin), reinforcing the land concentration process. Paradoxically, the arrival of colonists and the change in the economic activities, forced many native peasants and indigenous to migrate to the big cities (ref. Peña, M).
Another consequence of the new accessibility to the area was the evangelization of indigenous. Christian associations, like the Summer Institute of Linguistics, were active participants in the education imparted in the new schools built by the oil companies (ref. Orta)
- How to deal with the new elements: indigenous and native movements. The movements can be considered as one more consequence of the social and economic change occurring in the area. Not all the protests were against the extraction itself, but against the way that companies managed it. Mostly, they fought against the land expropriations, against the environmental degradation, or the toxic split causing serious illness to the indigenous population. With their actions, they claimed for a less environmentally aggressive extraction, the decrease of the health risks, bigger social benefits or even monetary ones (percentages of the oil revenues).
The indigenous movement used two different kinds of struggle against the companies’ exploitation. First, the in-field resistance includes the occupation of company’s sites, road blocks, material and machines damage, violence against the workers and even kidnappings.  The second, more peaceful, was the association into groups which took political actions against the companies, or negotiated directly with the oil groups. The inaccessibility of the courts to indigenous was gradually decreasing since these associations grew and also international organizations got involved.  FOKISE, OISE, COFENIAE or Acción Ecologica are some examples of successful organizations which developed several plans to mitigate the damages led to oil extraction, environmentally but also socially. A crucial point in the legal fight is the demand against Texaco in 1993.

Objectives of the project.
- To list the indigenous associations, the NGOs, and the local groups that collaborate in the “indigenous struggle” and to analyze the most important actions they took against companies.
- To understand the real problems of the natives, their requests, their demands, their benefits.
- To detect all the relevant impacts arisen from oil activities that could affect somehow the indigenous activities.
- To show the evolution of the relationship companies-natives, and to recompile the achievements made by the natives associations.

Expected results.
- To demonstrate that the creation of wage employment and the access to the markets were key factors of change in the household economies and therefore a big impact for the natives activities.
- To analyze the consequences, in terms of social and cultural change, caused by the arrival of catholic organizations.
- To measure the impact of the colonization and the new use of the land.

Methodologies.
Criss-cross approach, to contrast information from different disciplines:
- Analysis of the historical data from companies, native associations, and local/national governments archives.
- Interviews with workers and engineers, with leaders of indigenous movements, and governors.
- Surveys to indigenous people. 
- Use of geographic information systems to visualize and contrast the information regarding infrastructures (from 1970).
- Analysis of local and national newspapers.
